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Dear Ivan, 

The European Grouping of Territorial Cooperation (EU Exit) Regulations 
2019 

The Committee has received an EU SI notification on the European Grouping 
of Territorial Cooperation (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 and considered its 
approach to the regulations at its meeting on 25 June. Whilst the Committee 
has no objection to the substance of the proposed regulations, it agreed to seek 
comment on the following points in advance of formal consideration in 
September: 

• Whether a devolved Scottish public entity might seek to enter 
into an EGTC without equivalent public entities in the rest of the 
UK? If that could happen: 

o is it appropriate that the default position is that the 
application is rejected in circumstances where agreement 
cannot be reached between the Secretary of State and 
Scottish Ministers? 

o should the Scottish Ministers have the power to consider and 
approve an application from a devolved Scottish public body 
to join an EGTC separately with other European public 
bodies where no other UK public body is involved? 

• The notification indicates that the proposed regulation ensures that 
any future changes to the rules for third country participation in 
EGTCs are reflected in UK law. Will this be achieved through the 
creation of a power in the regulation for the Secretary of State to 
make further regulations? If that is the case, what role is 
established for the Scottish Ministers to consent (or otherwise) to 
any such instrument and for the Scottish Parliament to scrutinise 
the giving of such consent or otherwise? 



The Committee intends to formally consider the notification in September and 
would therefore appreciate if you could respond by Friday 23 August.  

Kind regards, 

 

Gordon Lindhurst MSP, Convener 


